
First To Do It – Love to See It! 
1. On January 10, 2022, poet and activist Maya Angelou became the first black woman 

to grace what piece of US currency?  
 

2. One of the last major stars form Hollywood’s Golden Age of Cinema, what Bahama-
born actor was the first African American to win the Best Actor Oscar in 1963?  
 

3. Written in 1987, which novel written by Toni Morrison earned her the Nobel Prize 
for Literature?  
 

4. Before he was elected as the first African American president of The United States, 
Barack Obama was the first black president of what organization at Harvard 
University?  
 

5. Before being able to publish her book Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and 
Moral, the first novel published by an African American, Phyllis Wheatley had to 
pass an oral examination administered by the 18 most important white citizens of 
Boston. Upon passing the examination, Boston publishers still refused to publish her 
book therefore it was published in 1773 in what international city? 
 

6. Towering at 6’6 in his trademark capes and kaftans, style icon Andre Leon Talley’s 
love of fashion was nurtured by his grandmother and further cultivated by his 
library discovery of what magazine of which he later served as the first male African 
American Creative Director?  
 

7. Recognized as one of the greatest Shakespearean actors of his time, New York born 
Ira Aldridge was the first African American to perform what Shakespearean play on 
the English Stage? A chair dedicated to Aldridge is located in the 4th row of seats of 
the rebuilt Shakespeare Memorial Theatre at Stratford-upon-Avon. 
 

8. The Marvelettes’ “Please Mr. Postman” was the 1st number one hit of what record 
company founded by Berry Gordy?  
 

9. By age 30, Mae C. Johnson earned 2 undergraduate degrees, her MD and served two 
years as a Peace Corps officer in West Africa before being selected as NASA’s first 
African American astronaut to board what space shuttle? 
 

10. In 1989, Art Shell became the NFL’s first African American head coach for what 
football team?  

 


